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BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan – The Canadian military
assumed responsibility of one of Afghanistan’s major provi-

sional reconstruction teams located in Kandahar during a cer-
emony held there on 16 Aug.

The ceremony was attended by Canadian Army Col. Steve
Bowes, incoming PRT commander, U.S. Army Lt. Col. Robert Ball,
outgoing PRT commander, Canadian Ambassador Christopher

Alexander, Kandahar Governor Assadullah, Col. Kevin Owen, 173rd

Airborne brigade commander, Brig. Gen. Jack Sterling, Combined
Joint Task Force deputy commander (support), and Brig. Gen.
Richard Tabor, International Security Assistance Force-Afghani-
stan.

“Reconstruction, along with security, is the top priority for
coalition forces here in Afghanistan,” said Brig. Gen. Jack Ster-
ling. “We welcome our brothers in arms from Canada. The Cana-
dian forces are a world-class, fully capable, professional force
and it will be a privilege to work alongside them as they extend the
work began here in Kandahar by the U.S. PRT.

“This transfer of authority marks the beginning of a signifi-
cant transition to what will ultimately be a NATO-led effort,” he
said. “The U.S. remains committed to doing our part in the
strengthening of democracy here in the Kandahar province and
throughout Afghanistan.”

More than 1,500 Canadians are currently serving in the Glo-
bal War on Terrorism in Afghanistan. Of that number, more than
250 will serve at the Kandahar PRT.

Story by
Combined Forces Command-Afghanistan Public Affairs
Photo by
U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Marina Evans, CFC-A PA

Canadian forces raise their nation’s flag over the
Kandahar Provincial Reconstruction Team camp during
the transfer of authority ceremony.

Canadians Assume
Command of Kandahar PRT

This issue of the Bulletin
comes out at a time when we

the members of the Coalition
stand united in extending our
sympathy for the victims of Hur-
ricane Katrina. Our heartfelt con-
dolences go out to the people of
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama
and Florida, as we remain on call
to assist, coordinate and facilitate
the administration of these States, in processing any requests
to our respective governments. Also, we take this occasion to
express similar sentiments for those who perished in the stam-
pede at Baghdad. We understand that the world will continue to
experience natural disasters beyond the control of man and
suffer the consequences of other calamities. But then, while we
are no one to question the inconsistencies of destiny, we know
that we can at the least take charge of matters that remain in the
domain of human control. This is why our sentiments are only
exceeded by our resolve to continue with our endeavours to
make the globe a better place to live in.

It is in this spirit that nations continue to extend their
assistance in Iraq, Afghanistan and the Horn of Africa. As roads
get built and irrigation systems improve, just as energy is dis-
tributed and commerce activity begins, CENTCOM and its part-
ners find themselves in a unique situation, surrounded by chal-
lenges and opportunities. How then should we go about it?
Should we even contemplate succumbing to enormity of the
challenges as we struggle with disasters that are man made, are
of vested interests, of political logic and ideological reasoning?
Can we also, in this vein, appreciate the forgotten stories that
are so lost in the tribulations of violence, destruction and terror;
stories of the many nations, men and women, who reach out to
grasp the opportunity to shape the world for generations to
come?

Thus in these pages, one shall discover, how the Afghans
are being enabled and entrusted with their own governance and
destiny; how in Iraq the constitution is being drafted, and the
provision of utilities improving every day, just as narcotics are
being eradicated by the Afghans. However, we the Coalition do
not claim that the improving order and governance that is being
witnessed, the schools that have become functional and the
elections that are being conducted in the AOR, are a success
story as yet. This, especially so, because we remain cognizant
of the long way ahead and the bumpy nature of the road that we
may be upon. Nevertheless, we are determined that we shall
finish what we began and will ensure that the people of these
regions are provided with the security as well as the opportuni-
ties that they so deserve. It is this determination and resolve of
our soldiers, doctors, trainers, mentors, engineers and leaders
that is reflected in the pages of this magazine, as they now go
about winning the peace just as they won the war.
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CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait (Army
News Service) – A group of radio
talk show hosts who don’t believe

in always following the old media adage
that, “If it bleeds it leads,” visited military
bases in Kuwait and Iraq to let the U.S.
service members tell the other side of the
story.

Day after day, stories of car bomb-
ings and suicide attacks in Iraq take promi-
nence over the many good news stories
happening in the war-torn country. But
five talk hosts set out to change that with
their “Voices of Soldiers Truth Tour.”

With stops at Camps Victory and
Prosperity in Iraq, and Camp Arifjan, Ku-
wait, show hosts Melanie Morgan of KSFO
in San Francisco; Martha Zoller of the
Martha Zoller Show, Rightalk Radio and
WDUN; Mark Williams of KFBK in Sacra-
mento; Michael Graham of WMAL in
Washington D.C. and Mark Larson of
KOGO from San Diego conducted live
broadcasts of stories from the frontlines
told by service members themselves.

The trip was sponsored by Move
America Forward, a not-for-profit political
advocacy group that supports both the War
on Terror and the men and women of the
military. Using a three-tiered approach con-
sisting of talk radio, Internet and grass roots

By Spc. Curt Cashour,
Coalition Forces Land Component
Command Public Affairs Office

Radio Tour Airs Soldier Stories From Iraq
efforts, Move America For-
ward works to publicize the
good news stories coming
out of Iraq that are often
overlooked by mainstream
press outlets, said co-chair-
man Howard Kaloogian, a
former member of the Cali-
fornia House of Represen-
tatives who founded the or-
ganization in March of last
year to offset the steady
stream of bad press the U.S.
military was receiving in the
wake of the Abu Ghraib
scandal.

“We’ve all worked in
politics and media, so coun-
tering established media is
something we can do,” said
Siobhan Guiney, executive
director of Move America
Forward.

“The goal of the
[Voices of Soldiers] trip is
to make sure that the main-

stream media does not get away with turn-
ing Iraq into Vietnam,” said Melanie Mor-
gan, co-founder of Move America Forward
and host of the “Lee Rodgers and Melanie
Morgan Show,” a talk program on KSFO
AM.

On photos: Michael Graham from “The Michael Graham Show” on the Washington D.C. radio station WMAL speaks
with Soldiers at Camp Prosperity live broadcast.
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Keeping the American public
abreast of all the positive developments
in Iraq is important, because if the national
discussion turns to abandoning Iraq, the
progress we have made there will be lost,
Morgan said.

Throughout the weeklong trip, on-
air personalities ate in military dining fa-
cilities, lived in tents and accompanied
troops patrolling the streets of Iraq.

At each stop, the hosts broadcast
live programs back to the United States,
often reuniting troops with their family
members while on the air.

Portions of the broadcasts were car-
ried on various talk radio programs
throughout the United States, giving lis-
teners from across the nation the chance
to call and speak directly with service mem-
bers.

The group’s final stop was at Camp
Arifjan’s Zone 6 Community Center.
Troops huddled around Morgan and
Washington D.C.-based host Michael Gra-
ham as they beamed their programs back
to the United States by telephone.

Maj. Jane Nealy of the 461st Per-
sonnel Services Battalion, a Reserve unit
that’s deployed to Arifjan, waited with an-

ticipation for her on-air interview with Mor-
gan. When she’s not deployed, Nealy lis-
tens to Morgan nearly every morning as she
navigates traffic on her way to work. “It’s
good to see that there are media personali-
ties that are interested in what Soldiers have
to say and not just getting sensational pho-
tos for the T.V.,” Nealy said.

Although he normally prefers roman-
tic songs to talk radio, Senior Airman Tho-
mas Truong also was excited to talk about
his deployment experience on “The Michael
Graham Show.” Truong immigrated to the
United States from Vietnam in 1989.

The broadcasts went a long way to-
ward educating ordinary citizens about the
lives of service members serving in the war
on terror, said Sgt. Alexander Gago of U.S.
Central Command Public Affairs, who added
that the trip also opened the eyes of the talk
show hosts.

“I had them hiking into tents, up roads
and through dust storms,” Gago said.

“They’ve had to go through some
physical and mental challenges that have
made them better people.”

Kaloogian said, “I’ve never worn a
Kevlar vest in 120-degree heat before. You
have to experience it to understand it.”

Pakistan

CB

Pakistan’s Liaison Team at U.S. Central
Command in Tampa celebrated its

country’s 58th National Independence
Day. Chief of Coalition Coordination at
USCENTCOM Maj. Gen. Gerald Minetti,

Senior National Representatives of all Coa-
lition countries and other dignitaries
joined the Pakistan Team in the celebra-
tion.

Pakistan got independence on the
14th of August 1947 under the dynamic
leadership of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah.

Independence

Maj. Gen. Gerald Minetti (left) received by Se-
nior National Representative of Pakistan
Armed Forces Brig. Gen. Tariq Khan.

Brig. Gen. Khan addresses the gathering.

Brig. Gen. and Mrs. Khan receiving guests.

Day
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By Sgt. Douglas DeMaio,
20th PA Detachment

Afghan Army Builds Economy,
Brings Fear to Anti-Coalition Militants

ANA soldiers prepare to roll out on a mission in the back of a truck.

An Afghan National Army soldier in Paktika Province stands ready with
his rocket-propelled grenade launcher.

“The ACM fighters will not exist or
have a future in Afghanistan due to the
ANA,” said Command Sgt. Maj. Mohammad
Ashraf, the senior noncommissioned officer
in the 3rd Kandak.

“The ACM fighters fear the ANA. It is
a strong army that it is getting stronger day-
by-day,” Ashraf said. “As the number of the
ANA increases, their fears arise more.”

Paktika Province, once well known for
being a frontier of lawlessness during Op-
eration Enduring Freedom, is still a place of
ACM activity, but the enemy no longer op-
erates freely in the interior of the province.

The enemy’s fears are coming true and
they no longer hold the ground they once
did, Ashraf said.

In some cases, bases throughout the
province that were once Taliban training
camps are being taken over by the Afghan
National Army, said Marine Lt. Col. Tom

Beckman, commander of a 17-person em-
bedded training team, who works

closely with the
Kandak.

“ T h e y ’ r e
sending a mes-
sage that we’ve
taken over your
base and making it
ours,” Beckman
said.

FORWARD OPERATING BASE ANED, Af-
ghanistan – After a little more than
four months of being permanently

based here, the Afghan National Army’s
3rd Kandak, 1st Brigade, 203rd Corps, is
making instability in Paktika Province look
like a thing of the past.

With ANA troops operating out of
bases in Shkin, Zormat, Orgun-E, Bermel
and Lwara, triumph over anti-Coalition mili-
tants in Paktika is be-
c o m i n g more evi-
dent.

The ANA has played a significant
role in bringing stability to the province,
Beckman said.

“The importance really was putting
an ANA face in Paktika Province,”
Beckman said.

Afghans in the province were very
receptive to the Afghan National Army
soldiers when they arrived to the area,
Ashraf said.

“The first time we came here, when
the people saw us and observed our be-
havior, they were really impressed,” said
Ashraf. “The reason why they were im-
pressed is that we represented the gov-
ernment.”

What villagers came to understand
very quickly was the Afghan National
Army brought not only security to the
province but jobs as well, said kandak com-
mander Col. Anbia, who like many Afghans
goes by one name.

“There are a lot of opportunities for
Afghans to find jobs for themselves,”
Anbia said of the job growth the ANA
bases bring to the communities.

“Afghans were living in disaster. It
was a dark era in the past. Right now,
people are recreating a lot of opportuni-
ties in Afghanistan. The country is going
toward the light.”
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The Way Ahead: Coalition Partners Gather
at Camp Victory to Discuss Iraq’s Future

Coalition leaders discussed the current
progress and future of the Coalition

in Iraq during the Senior National Repre-
sentatives Conference Aug. 20 at Camp
Victory in Baghdad.

Key leaders gave a series of brief-
ings, touching on the upcoming elections,
coalition transformation and partnership
with the Iraqi Security Forces.

Gen. George Casey, commanding

general of Multi-National Forces – Iraq,
opened the floor by discussing the “way
ahead” or future of the Coalition in Iraq.

The general said MNF-I is on the right
track in the two most important areas – train-
ing and equipping Iraqi Security Forces and
the political process – but there is still much
work to be done.

Despite the recent talk of troops pull-
ing out of Iraq, the general maintained that
there is a need for Coalition presence in 2006.

Gen. Casey said there is, “no timeline

By SSgt (S) Chawntain C. Sloan,
USAF Public Affairs Specialist
Multi-National Corps - Iraq PAO

Senior National Representatives from countries participating in Operation Iraqi Freedom gathered in Baghdad to discuss the future of the Coalition.

for draw down. It will be based on the readi-
ness of these units.”

Maj. Gen. Ayden Khaled Qadir, as-
sistant deputy minister for the Iraqi Police
in Baghdad and senior election coordina-
tor for Iraq’s Minister of Interior, followed
Casey with a discussion of the upcoming
Iraqi elections.

Maj. Gen. Qadir praised the role of
Multi-National Forces – Iraq, asserting
that the short term success of the Iraqi
political process depends upon their re-
newed support.

CAMP DANEVANG, BASRAH, Iraq –
Parts of southeastern Iraq

have been fairly calm since the
Iraqi elections earlier this year.
This peaceful atmosphere has
much to do with Danish Army
and Iraqi Security Forces (ISF)
patrols in that area.

Joint patrols and keep-
ing order is one part of the Dan-
ish Soldiers’ mission. Training
the Iraqi Forces has become an
even bigger part of the Danish
Soldiers mission.

“We really want the IA and police
to be trained to the highest degree. Al-
most all of our energy goes into patrols

with Iraqi Security Forces,” said Danish Army
Pvt. Kristian Christensen, infantryman with
the Danish Battalion, Reconnaissance

Squadron.

Danish
troops and ISF

do most of the
patrols in Al
Qurnah, Al
Madinah, Al
Dayr and Al

Hartha. On and off patrols, Danish Sol-
diers frequently train and test Iraqi Forces’
techniques in quick reaction.

The training the Danish provide the
Iraqi Army and Iraqi Police include: han-
dling evidence, daily routines, detention

policies, quick reaction force
procedures and how to fill out
police reports. When Danish
troops patrol the cities, they
urge Iraqi Forces to pay close
attention to suspicious activ-
ity, conduct thorough
searches and follow the rules
of engagement.

Danish Soldiers said
they are proud to be helping
out. This mission was one they
could not pass up.

Danes Train Iraqi Security Forces to Patrol
Story and photos by
Spc. Ferdinand Thomas,
214th Mobile PAD

Danish Army infantry Soldiers
from Camp Danevang, Basrah,
Iraq, take some time before a
morning patrol mission to zero
and test fire their weapons.

Danish Army Pvt. Kristian Christensen,
Danish Battalion, Reconnaisance Squad-
ron infantryman, keeps his eyes peeled
for any terrorist activity in Basrah, Iraq.

CB
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Though the 9/11 attack
was experienced on
US soil, that act of vio-

lence impacted the globe at
large. It is why the Coalition
nations came together to bring
peace and stability to people
everywhere, regardless of
persuasion, ideology, creed or
color.

A lot has been said
about the armies on the
ground and the planes in the
skies, but what is sometimes
forgotten is the silent polic-
ing of the oceans that occurs
as part of the Global War On
Terror.

The Maritime Coalition
ensures order on the water
and stability on the coasts.
Operations within the
CENTCOM Area of Respon-
sibility include close air sup-
port from aircraft carriers and
sea power projection opera-
tions.

In addition to direct ac-
tion, Coalition Forces con-
duct intelligence, surveillance

and reconnaissance, high value
unit escorts and maritime inter-
diction operations to impede ter-
rorist activities. Their labors
have been worthwhile. Coalition
efforts have disrupted terrorists’
ability to operate from within Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, Africa and out-
lying areas.

Since April 2004, the Paki-
stani Navy has provided frigate
support with onboard helicop-
ters in support of Operation En-
during Freedom in the North
Arabian Sea. So far, seven Paki-
stan Navy ships have partici-
pated in Maritime Interdiction
Operations to ensure freedom on
the high seas while denying the
use of the maritime environment
to international terrorist net-
works.

Monitoring and interdict-
ing smugglers of drugs and
arms along the Makran Coast is
a key component of Pakistan’s
commitment to OEF. Other ac-
tivities include providing staff
for the Command Intelligence
Fusion Cell which analyses data,
as well as boarding teams and
linguists for US and Coalition
ships.

Security Operations exercise
called “Inspired Siren,” prac-
ticing drills and procedures for
curbing the use of maritime
environments by terrorists.

Pakistan’s Navy re-
mains committed to support-
ing Coalition Forces in com-
pliance with its government’s
policies, and it continues to
be a vital asset in the Indian
Ocean. Following the Decem-
ber 26, 2004 tsunami, it estab-
lished first aid camps to as-
sist local authorities, evacu-
ated 442 locals, rescued over
700 tourists, assisted in re-
connaissance and damage
assessment operations, and
established 50 bed hospitals
in Indonesia and Sri Lanka.
When the Pakistani Navy is
around, good deeds don’t
stop at land’s edge.

Pakistani Navy Prowls the Arabian Sea

In June, the US and Paki-
stan conducted a joint Maritime CB

On photos: Pakistan’s Navy operates in the Arabian Gulf, fighting terrorism and escorting Coalition ships.

By Cmdr. Syed Sohail
Arshad, Pakistan AF
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The mission of the 5th
Infantry battalion of
the Bulgarian Army in

Diwanyah, Iraq has entered
its fifth month. The soldiers
patrol the Tampa highway, or-
ganize convoys, escort
people and cargo, and perform
tasks related to the mutual ac-
tivities of the military transi-
tion team and 1st battalion of

the Iraqi army. Their
daily activities guaran-
tee the security of mili-
tary personnel. They
also protect the check-
points where people
and vehicles pass in
and out of the base,
checking for — and
clearing the Tampa
highway of — impro-
vised explosive de-
vices and car bombs.

The out-
comes to date have
been heartening.

Doctors from the battalion’s
Unified Medical Point pro-
vide medical aid to citizens
who seek their assistance. In

the Kadisia district, Bulgarian
contingents have improved
civil-military cooperation, lead-
ing to better education, health
care, security and rehabilitation
of the city infra-
structure. In Afaq’s
Kadisia district, a re-
paired and refur-
bished petrol sta-
tion was opened, a
USD $25,000 project
which will serve the
thousands of

people living in the city and
province.

One of the primary
tasks of the Battalion Com-

mand involves establishing
and maintaining contacts with
local authorities. Meetings
with representatives of the
municipal authorities, the me-
dia, the Union of Businessmen
and the University of
Diwanyah are organized on a
regular basis. The result has
been good relations with
these institutions which now
declare that the Bulgarian sol-
diers are perceived as friends.

Maj. Simeon Kirilov,
Bulgarian Infantry Battalion,
Ad Diwanyah, Iraq

The Bulgarian Mission in Iraq Goes On

CB

On photos: The Bulgarian Army’s 5th Infantry Division serves in Diwanyah, Iraq.
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Call the “Cãlugãreni”: Romanian Troops
Support the Reconstruction of the Iraqi Army

The soldiers of
the Romanian
2nd Infantry

Battalion “Cãlugã-
reni” (pronounced
“Ca-LU-ga-reny”)
came to Iraq to train
that country’s new
Army, and the troops
weren’t about to
leave until their job
was done. Now, hav-
ing completed their primary task – and over
1,200 additional missions – the
“Cãlugãreni” is going home.

During their mission in Iraq, Roma-
nian soldiers, in cooperation with the Ital-
ian Multinational Specialized Unit, com-
pleted three Military Operations in Urban
Terrain/Joint Action Group courses be-
tween the 3rd of April and the 14th of July.

MOUT training teaches soldiers how
to conduct operations in areas where man-
made construction and the presence of ci-
vilians are important factors. The Joint Ac-
tion Group training showed Iraqi military

forces how to cooperate with other Iraqi se-
curity forces.

The first
two weeks of
these three-week
tutorials were
dedicated to the
MOUT training
and were taught
by the infantry-
men of the
Cãlugãreni.

Colonel Raf-
faele Iubini, chief of
the Security Sector
Reform department
from the Italian
“Folgore” Para Bri-
gade, said, “The
Cãlugãreni played an

important role in the task of training the
IA. It promptly responded to our request
to be involved in this field. Within a mat-
ter of days, the Romanian battalion as-
signed about 40 instructors, security and
logistics personnel in order to support the
effort of my department. We jointly fin-
ished three MOUT/JAG courses, and in
this respect the Cãlugãreni did an excel-
lent job. It professionally trained, day by
day, the IA platoons and companies, from
the basic elements to more complex exer-
cises.”

In the MOUT courses, over 400 sol-
diers from three different provinces in
southern Iraq (Maysan, Muthanna and

Dhi Qar) were trained by Romanian and
Italian instructors. Major Petrescu of the
Cãlugãreni said, “We are happy about the
successful completion of these courses
which are part of the main effort of the
Multi-National Forces: the reconstruction
of local security forces.”

As for what his own soldiers gained
from the experience, MAJ Petrescu said,
“The courses proved an useful experience
for our troops, to know and to observe
the local customs.”

Asked about the Cãlugãreni’s ac-
complishments, Colonel Iubini said, “I am

not surprised by the
results of their work
since I also collabo-
rated with Romanian
units in Kosovo,
and they know how
to do the job prop-
erly both in war and
peace support op-
erations. The Iraqi
people can already

Story and photos
by Capt Carol Florea,
Romanian 2nd  Infantry
Battalion “Cãlugãreni” PIO

“We did it again!” Col. Raffaele Iubini, chief of Security Sector Reform from the Italian “Folgore”
Para Brigade, congratulates Capt. Matei Laurentiu, SSR coordinator from the Romanian 2nd
Infantry Battalion “Calugareni.” The two countries are training Iraqi Security Forces.

A Romanian instructor inspects weapons
during training at Camp White Horse.

During training.
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You would not know it
by their name, but
the 40 servicemen of

the 25e Regiment du Génie de
l’Air (25th Regiment of the Genie
of the Air) are employed by the
French Army.

Working in service of the
French Air Force, only their kepis
– service caps – distinguish
them from their Air Force coun-
terparts.

“Undertake to succeed” is

the motto of 25e RGA, and it’s
an ambition that these soldiers
live up to on a daily basis. This
regiment of 930 men helps main-
tain the aeronautical infrastruc-
ture of the French Air Force, en-
suring that aircraft remain in op-
erational condition.

Its two-pronged supervi-
sion makes it unique: All the sol-
diers are managed by the per-
sonnel department of the Army,
but the equipment of the regi-
ment is financed by the Air
Force.

Air Force Engineering
closely resembles civil engineer-
ing. For the French Air Force de-

Tajikistani Wishes Come True
French “Genie” Makes

Story by
1st Lt. Sabine Fosseux
Photos by
1st Sgt. Olivier Dubois
Translated by Lt. Col. Benoit de Plinval

tachment working in the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan, a mountainous
central Asian country which

borders Afghanistan, Kyrgyz-
stan and Uzbekistan, the main
mission of engineers is to repair
the Dushanbe airport runway in
collaboration with native Tajiks,
who are trained and supported
by the French.

This project, which began

in Tajikistan’s capital city at
the beginning of 2004, is com-
plex and international in scope.
The French resurfaced a Tajik
runway using an Indian sur-
face coating machine, the
whole project being funded by
Americans!

The French soldiers are
also in charge of constructing
an ammunition dump and re-
inforcing the infrastructures
of the French Air Force de-
tachment, which will increase
in power during summer 2005.

For the engineers, this
overseas mission has an un-
certain duration of four to
eight months, depending on
the progress of the runway
repair work.

Lieutenant Gueganno is
the chief of the detachment,
while the project manager is
Major Romand-Piquant, who
works directly with the Tajik
director of the airport. His job:
to negotiate.

“We do not have the
same way of working at all,”
he said. “The Tajik are very
bureaucratic. We had to get an
official letter with six signa-
tures to obtain 48 kilos of
paint... But French expertise is
well known and the benefits
for the Tajiks are obvious.”

On photos: French and Tajik
soldiers resurface a runway at
the Dushanbe airport.

see the results of our joint ef-
fort involving Italian, Roma-
nian, and other participating
countries of the Multi-Na-
tional Force. In Dhi Qar prov-
ince (in southeastern Iraq), the
roads are safer. The people
can move everywhere, day or
night, without being jeopar-
dized. In this manner we made
our contribution to the gen-
eral effort of Iraq reconstruc-
tion.”

Captain Laurentiu
Matei, chief of the Security
Sector Reform from the

Cãlugãreni, said, “All three
courses represented not only
a special and dedicated effort
on the parts of Romanian in-
structors and Iraqi soldiers,
but also a major contribution
to the reconstruction of the
Iraqi forces, leading to better
security for southern Iraq.”

Iraqi military officers
were equally pleased by what
was accomplished. At the clos-
ing ceremony of the MOUT 3
course, Brigadier General Saad
Ali Al’zi, commander of the 3rd
Iraqi Brigade, said, “We appre-
ciate the special effort of the
Italian and Romanian forces in
the training of subunits in mili-
tary operations in urban ter-
rain. This unit will be able to
efficiently combat terrorism
and criminality, and will be
provide peace and security in
our province.”

Brig. Gen. Saad Ali Al’zi, Com-
mander of the 3rd IA Brigade.
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The future of Afghani-
stan lies in the hands
of its children. There-

fore, the health of the young-
est Afghans is of primary im-
portance to the
development of
the country.

In order to
support them as
energetically as
possible, the Ger-
man Task Force
of the Interna-
tional Security
Assistance Force
(ISAF) VII helped
sponsor the Irene
Salimi Children’s
Hospital for Or-
thopedics and
Surgery in the Af-
ghan capital of
Kabul.

This state-
of-the-art facility opened in
April. Operated by the chari-
table organization the Georg
Dechentreiter Wohlfahrts-
Stiftung (Georg Dechentreiter
Welfare Donation), the hospi-
tal provides surgical and or-
thopaedic services free of
charge.

Visiting physicians
themselves work without pay
— usually during their own
vacation periods — treating
patients and also training
young Afghan doctors to do
the same.

“The Hospital has two
separate sections for septic
and aseptic cases with 25 beds
for each section,” explained
hospital operator Gerolf
Dechentreiter. “With growing
donations the service can be

(expanded). Emergency treat-
ment will be possible, too.

Helma Dechentreiter, the
co-foundress and head nurse of
the hospital, previously served
for several years as a nurse in
the Indira Gandhi Children’s
Hospital in Kabul.

Neglect and prohibitive
medical costs for patients at area
health facilities prompted her to
develop free medical services for
the children of the city.

Soldiers of the German
Task Force, including com-
mander Lieutenant Colonel
Wolfgang Wien, have supported
the hospital since its completion,
donating cash and procuring
medical instruments.

A blood analyzer donated
by German members of the vol-
unteer service organization Ro-
tary International was also pre-
sented by LTC Wien.

This is a vital piece of
equipment which had been high
on the hospital’s priority list.
With the help of such modern
technology, the staff will be able
to execute exact blood analysis,

Modern technology: Lieutenant Colonel Wolfgang Wein (left) and soldiers of the
German Task Force hand a blood analyzer over to Gerolf Dechentreiter (right).

The German Task Force in Afghanistan
For the Children:
Assists the Irene Salimi Children’s Hospital

thereby recognizing and treat-
ing diseases faster than had pre-
viously been possible.

Brigadier General Ernst
Otto also handed over a check
for 1,000 euros. This money –
along with all future donations
– will maintain the current high

level of service at the hospital.

The Dechentreiters called
the donation very important.
Three meals at the hospital can
be underwritten for two euros.
A blood transfusion can be
funded for 20 euros. A four-day
treatment, including an actual
operation, costs 150 euros.

The ISAF was unani-
mously adopted by Resolution
1383 of the United Nations Se-
curity Council in December 2001.

Its aims include, “Wel-
coming developments in Af-
ghanistan that will allow for all
Afghans to enjoy inalienable
rights and freedom unfettered
by oppression and terror.”

The full text of the resolution can be found online
at http://www.un.org. The website of the Georg
Dechentreiter Wohlfahrts-Stiftung can be found
at http://www.gdws.org.

A version of this story
appeared in Aktuell
magazine on 18 July, 2005
Translated by Lt. Col. Manfred Gothe

WARSAW – Poland has
offered NATO to send

1,000 troops to Afghanistan
and take over joint command
of the alliance’s multinational
force there.

The deputy defense
minister Janusz Zemke told
The Associated Press that a
multinational force of Polish,
German and Danish officers,
called Multinational Corps
Northeast, proposed to
NATO leaders in Brussels to
take over the command of the
alliance’s operations in
Afghanistan for a six- to nine-
month rotation starting in
February 2007.

The Polish Defense
Ministry has agreed to send
about 1,000 troops to support
the mission as part of
Poland’s obligations to assist
NATO with its foreign
missions, Zemke said.

NATO currently
commands Afghanistan’s
8,000-strong International
Security Assistance Force,
responsible for security in
Kabul and much of the
country’s north and west.

Some 105 Polish mining
experts are currently serving
in the force.

Poland has had
experience leading a
multinational force in Iraq,
where the Poles were initially
responsible for troops from 25
nations. Now there are 14
nations serving under Polish
command in central Iraq.

Warsaw plans to
withdraw its troops from Iraq
by early 2006 – a move Zemke
said was in no way connected
with the proposal to serve in
Afghanistan.

Poland Offers

Afghanistan

NATO Troops,
Leadership for


